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;. Presbytery a Mafbrom under the Oak of Epifcopacy, 
$ The Power of Kings and Bifbops may vary, but their Réght is the Same. 
The power of Sifbops in the Primitive times, much Greater than now with 


Us, prov’d for the firft 450 Years. 
4. The Cleareft Ive is from Fact. 


;. Of Bifbops being Lords of Parliament, Ke. . 

6, Of Civil and Religious Ceremonies. OF Keeling to Bifbops. 

7, The Englifh Camuifars kneel to filly Gir/s, for their Blefing. 

8, What it is to Ble/s in the Name of God. This Affum’d by Fox, Muggleton, 


Camifars, &c. 
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(1.) Conntry-mar. Think, Adafer, you 
; I have given a Suflici- 
ent Anfwer to that 
Queftion of the Pre/lyterians, propos’d by 
their Advocate Reviv'd the Obfervator, to fhew 
any Epifcopal Church before the Keformation, 
except the Roman. You have Travelled 
them over all the Chriffian World, and ther 
was nothing but Epi/copacy in all their Churches. 
And what a Figure will the Little late Calui- 
nian Churches make, when compar’d with all 
thefe? -We fhall need Spectacles to find them 
inthe Afap! And they are lefs in Age 
than in Compafs of Ground, never heard 
of till Calvin, a Mufbrom fprung up aft 
Night under ihe old Oak of Epifcopacy. 


(2.) Rebearfal. But they will tell you, 
That thefe Bifheps abroad in Afia. and 


Africa are not like our Bifhops in England, 


and neither of them like the old. Bifhops 
in the Primitive times. Z 

Country-m. But they are Bifhops ftill.. That's 
all 1 go upon. Iam told that the Eaftern 


Monarchs are bloody Arbitrary fellows, and 


have no Parliaments. Is not our Gracious 
Queen a Monarch therefor becaufe She* has 


a Parliament? Kings and Bifhops may: have 


more or lefs Power, and at one Time 
more than another, as People are Difpos’d 
to Obedience or Rebellion. But their Right 
is ftid the fame, and Deriv’d by Succeffion, 

But yet, Aafter, 1 woud know a little, 
if you pleafe to tell me, what fort of Po- 
wer thefe old Primitive. Bijfhops had,” be- 
caufe our Diffenters fay; that. our Bifeops are 
nog like them. 


(3.) Rebearf: They are not indeed, Coun- 
try-Man, But it is not that our Séfhops 
have Encreas’'d in Power fince that time, 
as the Diffenters wou’d have it, but quite 


om Contrary, That the Fpi/copat Autho- 
rity-is Decay’d and Dwindl’d almoft to 
nothing, in Refpeét to what it was inthe 
firft and pureft Ages. Then the Language 
was, That the Bifhep did Reprefent the 
Perfon of Christ, and: that the Presbyters and 
Deacons were to be Subject to their Bifhops, 
as the Apofiles were to Chriff; And the 
Laity to their Bifhop and Presbyters, as to 
Chrift and His Apofties. That whoever was 
in Communion with his’ Bifvop, was there- 
by in.Communion with Chris the Head and 
whoever was out of Commanion with the 
Bifbop, was Cut off fro Communion with 
Chrift;. That even the Sacraments, when out 
of the Connnunion of the Biflop, were not 
only Jneffettual, but Provocations and Rebellion 
againft the Lord, like the Offerings of Korah. 
Thefe were the Sentiments‘and thefe the Words 
of the Holy men: who liv’d in the Apoffo- 
lical Age, and had Jéarn’@ all this from the 
Apofties. themfelves. You may fee this and 
much more in the Epifites of St, Ipnatins, 
which: ave ‘Tranflated into’ Faglifh by the 
Learned Dr. Wake, and Printed for Rich. Sare 
at Graysalnn Gare in the' Year 1693. They 
are bue fhore, and I’ recommend them to 
your Perufal...;Add this is\ node only the 
Langpage of St. Jgnatins,’but Curtently of 
the Holy: Fathers and Convcils from'that time 
downwards. Ther is # ColleGtion’ of thein 
for 450 Years after Chrift put together in 
a Supplemént to a Difcourfe fliewing wie’ they 
ave that ae Qualified ‘to adminifter Baptifm 
and the Lord’s' Supper, wherein the' Caufe of 
Epifeopaty:is briefly Trexted. Printed’ in the 
Year 1698. And Reprinted in the year 1700, 
with other Tratts of the fame Author, under 
the Title of Five Difcourfes, &c. Sold’ by 
Charles Brome and George Strahan, This Sup- 
plemert you may Read in‘two Hours. And 





when the: Diffencers‘can Anfwer the Asthorie 
thes 











































































ries there fet down for Bifbops, not 
Diftin& from, but Superior to Presbyters, and 
can ‘give as Good on their Side fer the Purity 
of Bifheps and Presbyrers,t will turn Presbyte- 
rian, or What other fort of Diffenter they 


pleafe. 


_ (4.) Conntry-m. The Offer is Fair indeed. 
And | cannot Imagine but they wou’d Ac- 
cept it, if they thought it was Poflible to do 
it. And if not, Then they ftand out againft 
Fatt, againft all the Fatt and» Praétife of the 
World / you have Reduc’d the matter to a 
fhort Iffue, and to the Plaineft and Strongeft 
of Proofs, that is to Faé, which will not 
Bend like Words to Gingles and Etymologies. 


(5-) But I muft tell you ftill fome of our 
Country Objections. Was any of the Pro- 
phets or <Apoftles, or of thefe Primitive Bi- 
foops you {peak of, was any of thefe called 
My Lord, or did they not fit as Peers in 
Parliament like our Bifhops? 

Rebearf. Wowd Heathen Kings and Parlia- 
ments tuffer Chriftian Bifbops to fit among 
them ? And when Chriftian Kings made them 
Lords of Parliament, this was wholly a Civil 
matter, and Bifheps hold this only as a Civil 
Right. And they may be Difpoflefs’d of it 
by Civil Authority, without any Infraétion 
upon their Spiritual Authority as Bifhops of 
the Chriftian Church, 

But the Higheft Honours were Pay’d them 
when no Legal Titles were Confer’d upon 
them; Obadiah the Primer Minifter and next 
unto the King, when he met the Prophet, 
fell on bis face, and faid, Art thou that my 
Lord Elijah? 1» Kin. xviii. 7. And the A- 
poftles were Receiv’d as the Angels of God, 
even.as.Chrift Fefus. Gal. iv, 14. And the 
Greateft Titles of. Honour were given to 
the ifhops in the Primitive times. ever that 
of Holinefs, before the Pope appropriated it 
to himfelf, it was then frequently the Sri/e 
given to the Bifhop. But the Higheft Term 
of Honoxr, and of our Duty to them is Ex- 
prefs’d in the word Father, ftill Retain’d 
among Us; and it is a Greater and more 
Sacred Obedience which we owe te our Fa- 
thers in God, than to our Fathers in the 
Flefh. This is far beyond the Title of At 
Lord ot Your Grace, which.we give to thofe 
who have no Asthority ag call over Us, to 
whom. we owe nothing but the Door, and 
the.Common XKe/peét, and Ceremony due to 
their Qualities ox Stations in the State. 


(6.) Country-m. Thefe are Civil Ceremonies, 
and we Allow them .in the State, but the 
Diffenters ave againft them in the Church, or 
what we call Religious, Ceremonies; as when 
we Kreel to our Bifhops and ask their Ble/- 
fing. And this is none of the Honours Con- 
fer’d upon them by the Strate, ther is no 
Ak of Parliament tor. it, 

Rehear{, No. But it is far greater, and 


only. as | 


liament in the World. ‘It is the py 
Office of a Prieff to Ble/s in the Name cg 
the Lord. And it is the Bleffing of 7° 


: ng ot God 
we ask from thofe to whom He hasGran.4 


eR 00 = rllgg nt 
Commi ffion to Give it. We ask it on 
our Kyuees from our Natural Parents, wach 


more ought we from ovr Fathers ih Ged 
to whom He has given His Commsfion and 
Separated them for that End. : 
(7) Country-m. I was other day, Majer, 
at Barbican to fee our Englifh Camifars 4 
Prophefying, and there I faw Beaux, Men as 
wel} Drefs’d as any in the Mall, with Loi 
Furbulo’d Wiggs and Swords by their Side 
Creep'ng upoa their Knees, in molt Hum 
ble Manner, to two or three Paultry Wenche 
(who were Hopping about the Room, and 
Screaming) to Receive their Bleffing. For 
they fay, thefe Prophets and Prophereffes cag 
Bles. : 
Reheacf- And if [am not mifinform’g 
ther are fome of Quality, at Wother End 
of the Town, who fend for thofe Gy; 
and fubmit to be Blefed by them. Ang 
this is a Jult Fudgement upon thofe who 
Ridicule Religion, and employ their Wit to 
make a Jeff of the Church and all her he 
fitutions, who Laugh at the Blefing of a 
Bifhop, and at the fame time are let down 
fo low as to feek it from an Oy/ter-Werch| 
Country-m. This is fhewing their Wifdom 
to Purpofe! Bue may not any one Ble; 
another 5 that is; Pray for the Blefiv of 


| God: upon him ? 


(8.) Rehearf. Yes, Gountry-man. But it is 
avery different thing from Blefing in the 
Name of the Lord,’ tor that is an -Authori- 
tative Act, and Requires a Commiffion from 
God; for who otherwife can Aé# in His 
Name? This is the very Definition of a 
Priefi, Deut. x: 8. To fand before the Lord 
to. Minifter unto Hint, and to Blefs in His 
Name. And St. Paul argues the Greatnefs 
of Adelchifedec above Abraham, from Méd- 
chifedec’s Blefling him, for, fays the Apoftle, 
Heb. vii- 7. Without all Contradiftion, the les 
is Bleffed of the Better. 

And hence it is Common with Herefiarch:, 
and the Setters up of New Seéts to aflame 
this Authority to themfelves. Fox the firft 
Bifhop of the Quakers, and Lodowick Mug- 
Sleton both took upon them to Biles and 
to Carfe. And thus our New Camifars, 
both Jen and Women | 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


L of Acute Difeafes; Eftablifhed by Antient Ob- 
fervation, and Explain’d by the Beft Modern Dif- 
coveries. By James Harvey, M. D, 


A N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 


Schifm, Toleration, @&c. In a Letter 
to a Friend. 








in Cuffom before ther-was any .4é& of Par- 
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